
USEFUL ARTICLES ON ITALY
Compiled by Edwin Hong

Note:  The New York Times has a special travel feature titled “Affordable Europe” on the 
second to last Sunday of April each year.  There is almost always at least one article on 
Italy.

Abruzzo
Williams, Gisela.  “In Abruzzi, Italy Shows a Rougher Edge.”  13 Aug. 2006.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Alternative Lodging
Green, Penelope.  “Surfing the World Wide Couch.”  20 Sept. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (Saving money by sleeping on other people’s couches)

Segan, Sascha.  “How to Check Out European Apartments Before You Check In.”       
30 Oct. 2007.  <www.frommers.com>

Steves, Rick.  “Europe’s Rural B&B’s, Agriturismos and Home Rentals.”  May/June 
2003.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Tennant, John.  “An Agriturismo in Italy:  Experience Italian Cultural Immersion on an 
Italian Farm in Sicily.”  Mar./Apr. 2004.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Alternative Ways to Travel in Italy
Barnes, Roy A.  “Volunteer in Italy Inside a Tuscan Village:  Converse in English, Re-
ceive Room, Board, Transportation.”  July/Aug. 2006.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Kenny, Pauline.  “Slow Travel:  Settle Down in a Temporary Home.”  July/Aug. 2004.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Amalfi Coast (Costiera Amalfitana)
Bramblett, Reid.  “Secret Hotels of the Amalfi Coast.”  Arthur Frommer’s Budget Travel 
July/Aug. 2006, pp. 74-80.

Bologna
Horowitz, Jason.  “Going to:  Bologna.”  31 July 2005.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Lloyd, Ann Wilson.  “Finding New Life in the Arts.”  24 Feb. 2008.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>  (This article deals with the new arts district in Bologna.)

Rosati, Pavia.  “36 Hours in Bologna.”  23 Sept. 2007. <www.travel.nytimes.com>



Willdorf, Nina.  “Italy’s Newest Arts District Is Born in Bologna.”  Arthur Frommer’s 
Budget Travel Oct. 2006.

Camping in Italy
Colenbrander, Drew and Wiley, Sarah.  “Affording Italy:  Camping Leads to Savings and 
Local Culture.”  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Capri and Other Smaller Italian Islands
Chen, Aric.  “One Capri for ‘Only Visiting’ and One for ‘Don’t Even Ask.’”  24 July 2005.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Heelan, Charis Atlas.  “Beyond the Boot:  The Lesser Known Islands of Italy.”  14 Oct. 
2007.  <www.frommers.com>.

Cinque Terre
Foxman, Ariel.  “36 Hours in the Cinque Terre, Italy.”  5 Aug. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Florence (Firenze)
Carcaterra, Lorenzo; Brimberg, Sisse; and Coulson, Cotton.  “Florence Trip Planner.”  
July/Aug. 2006.  <www.nationalgeographic.com>

Pergament, Danielle.  “36 Hours in Florence.”  3 June 2007.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Food and Wine
Bakerjian, Martha.  “Eating Out in Italy:  How and Where to Dine.”  
<www.goitaly.about.com>

Bittman, Mark.  “In Northern Italy, a Crossroads of Culinary Arts.”  23 July 2006.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (This article describes the food of Genoa.)

Bittman, Mark.  “News on the Rialto Is About Seafood as Good as Ever.”  New York 
Times 1 July 2007.   (This article is devoted to seafood restaurants in Venice.)

Bittman, Mark.  “The Riches of Lucca.”  24 Sept. 2006.  <www.travel.nytimes.com> (Mr. 
Bittman extols the gastronomy of Lucca.)

Heelan, Charis Atlas.  “How to Be a Part of Italy’s Autumnal Wine Harvest.”  7 Sept. 
2007.  <www.frommers.com>

Hubbs, Clay.  “Slow Food vs. Fast Life.”  Sept./Oct. 2006.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Hubbs, Clay, and Hubbs, Joanna.  “Beyond Venice:  Soaking Up the Wine, Cooking, 
and Culture of the Friuli.”  Jan./Feb. 2000.  <www.transitionsabroad.com> 

Hubbs, Clay, and Hubbs, Joanna.  “Cooking Schools in Tuscany:  Hands-on Lessons in 
La Cucina Tradizionale.”  <www.transitionsabroad.com>



Hubbs, Joanna.  “Slow Food in Tuscany.”  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Lappin, Linda.  “The Secrets of Traditional Italian Cooking:  Learn From the Owners of 
Cook Italy in Medieval Village of Tolfa.”  Mar./Apr. 2007.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Pergament, Danielle.  “Their House Is Your Trattoria.”  15 July 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>.  (This articles deals with illegal “at home trattorias” where 
even the the Palermo police dine! )

Ritter, Nicole Rosenleaf.  “A Taste of Tuscany:  Florence School Teaches Culture 
through Cuisine.”  Mar./Apr. 2002.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

“Rome, Florence, Venice,” Bon Appétit May 2005, pp. 124-218. (This is a special collec-
tor’s edition devoted to the food of Italy.)

Sheraton, Mimi.  “A Cook’s Tour of Milan.”  1 Apr. 2007.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Sheraton, Mimi.  “The Bounty of Rome.”  26 Mar. 2006.  <www.travel.nytimes.com> 
(Food in Rome)

Wilson Lloyd, Ann.  “Venus’s Navel:  Tortellini Lessons at the Source.”  New York Times 
30 Dec. 2007.  (Italian cooking courses in Bologna, the culinary capital of Italy)

Woodyard, Anne.  “Learn Italian Regional Cooking at an Agriturismo in Tuscany.”  May/
June 2002.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

General Tips
Winner, Christopher.  “14 Top Questions About Italy, Answered.”  11 June 2007.  
<www.budgettravel.com>

Lake Como (Lago di Como)
Pergament, Danielle.  “Going to:  Lake Como.”  25 June 2006.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Learning Italian in Italy
Bird, Emma.  “Choosing an Italian Language Course in Italy.”  
<www.transitionsabroad.com> 

Brox, Denene.  “Language Study in Italy.”  July/Aug. 2006. 
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Casey, Kathryn.  “Learning Italian in Florence:  Immersion Language Study Includes 
Frustrations as Well as Rewards.”  May/June 2002.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Novara, Lucia.  “Learn Italian on the Beach:  Combine Language Study and Family Va-
cation in Italy.”  May/June 2007.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>



Russo, Diana Saluri.  “A School for Serious Italian Learners:  Benefit from High-Quality 
Academics and Everyday Culture in Orvieto.”  May/June 2006.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Soper, Steve, and Vandenburg, Susan.  “Language Study in Italy:  Important Factors to 
Consider Before Making a Long-Term Commitment.”  July/Aug. 2006.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Lodging in Convents and Monasteries
Gilbert, Patricia.  “Convents and Monasteries in Italy.”  Mar./Apr. 2004.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Harbinson, Ken.  “Staying in Monasteries and Convents in Italy.”  Jul./Aug. 2002 
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Wilson, Bob.  “Convent Stays in Rome.”  Jul./Aug. 2002.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Le Marche
Cano, Leah M.  “A Family Affair:  Italian Language Immersion in Italy’s Undiscovered 
Marche Region.”  May/June 2005.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Matera
Fiorenzano, Fabrizio.  “The Caves of Matera.”  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Milan
Bernstein, Fred A.  “36 Hours in Milan.”  17 June 2007.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Money Matters
Bakerjian, Martha.  “ATM Cards in Italy:  Getting Euros on Your Italian Vacation.”  
<www.goitaly.about.com>

Imboden, Durant, and Imboden, Cheryl.  “Consumer Alert:  ATM ‘Conversion Fees.’”  
<www.europeforvisitors.com>

Sangster, Rob.  “It’s Going to Cost How Much?  Tips for Drafting a Reliable Travel 
Budget.”  July/Aug. 2007.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Money-saving tips
Bramblett, Reid.  “Fifty Money-Saving Tips for Planning an Affordable Trip to Italy from 
$90 a Day.” 1 Feb. 2005.  <www.frommers.com>

Bramblett, Reid.  “Frommer’s Favorite Budget Providers for Independent and Escorted 
Travel to Italy.”  1 Feb. 2005.  <www.frommers.com> 

Higgins, Michelle.  “Euro Pinchers Chime In With Some Tips.”  26 Aug. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>



Imboden, Durant, and Imboden, Cheryl.  “Dollar-Saving European Travel Tips for Ameri-
cans.”  <www.europeforvisitors.com>

“Nine Ways to Avoid Euro Sticker Shock.”  8 Jan. 2008. <www.fodors.com>

Steves, Rick.  “Italy 101:  To Enjoy Italy on a Budget, Plan to Go Local.”  Mar./Apr. 2004. 
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Naples (Napoli)
Chen, Aric.  “Going to:  Naples.”  18 Sept. 2005.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Puglia
Bramblett, Reid.  “Once Upon a Time in Italy.”  Arthur Frommer’s Budget Travel Sept. 
2004, pp. 86-97.  (This article describes Puglia, the region at the “heel” of Italy’s “boot.”)

Bruni, Frank.  “The Heel Is Rising.”  6 May 2007.  <www.travel.nytimes.com> (This arti-
cle describes Puglia.)

Hoban, Phoebe.  “Salty Sea, Old Stones and Martyrs on Italy’s Heel in Otranto.”  8 Oct. 
2006.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Ravenna
Widing, Kathy.  “Biking in Ravenna, Italy.”  May/June 2003.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

Rome (Roma)
Bramblett, Reid.  “The Secret Hotels of Rome.”  Oct. 2002.  <www.budgettravel.com>

Bruni, Frank.  “36 Hours in Rome.”  17 Dec. 2006.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Farley, David.  “Day Out: Rome.  Along a Road of Antiquity.”  3 Feb. 2008. 
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (This article focuses on the Appian Way of Rome.)

Ferren, Andrew.  “Intimate Palaces to Suit Every Taste.”  23 Mar. 2008. 
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (This article deals with the house museums of Rome.)

Fisher, Ian.  “In the Eternal City, Priceless Art for No Price at All.”  22 Apr. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (Mr. Fisher lists ways to see art for free or for little money in 
Rome.)

Fisher, Ian.  “The Quiet Port:  Ostia Antica, Italy.”  17 Sept. 2005.  
<www.travelnytimes.com>

Grescoe, Taras.  “Roman Holiday.”  National Geographic Traveler July/Aug. 2000, pp. 
54-69.

Heuser, Stephen.  “Rome Sweet Rome.”  Nov. 2005.  <www.budgettravel.com>



“La Dolce Vita, Both Day and Night.” Feb. 10, 2008.  <www.travel.nytimes.com> (Top 
reader suggestions on lodging, dining and sightseeing in Rome)

Nadeau, Barbie.  “Eternal Summer in Rome.”  10 June 2004.  <www.budgettravel.com>

Povoledo, Elisabetta.  “Affordable Europe:  Rome.”  22 Apr. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

“Rome:  Collector’s Edition,” Gourmet Mar. 2003. (The entire magazine is devoted to the 
recommended hotels, cafés, markets, trattorias, gelaterias, wine shops, bakeries and 
pizzerias of Rome.)

Rosenthal, Elisabeth.  “In Summer, the Arts Break Out All Over.”  8 July 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (Summer arts events in Rome)

“Twelve Tips for Beating the Euro in Rome.”  4 Mar. 2008.  <www.fodors.com>

“Vatican City Decoded,” National Geographic Traveler Nov./Dec. 2007, pp. 84-85.

Woodyard, Anne.  “Rome a Piedi.” Mar./Apr. 2002.  <www.transitionsabroad.com>

Sardinia (Sardegna)
Heelan, Charis Atlas.  “Sardinia:  Steeped in History and Sensational Culinary Experi-
ences.”  13 Mar. 2007.  <www.frommers.com>

Williams, Gisela.  “Cagliari:  The Other Sardinia.”  12 Aug. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Senior travelers
Bowling, Don.  “Italy on Your Own.”  July/Aug. 2002.  <www.transitionsabroad.com> 
(This article offers advice for solo senior travelers.)

Shopping
Cunningham, J. Thalia.  “The Best Fashion Deals in Italy.”  July/Aug. 2002.  
<www.budgettravel.com> 

Sicily (Sicilia)
Bramblett, Reid.  “Southern Hospitality.”  Arthur Frommer’s Budget Travel July/Aug. 
2007, pp. 61-67. (This article lists budget hotels in Sicily.)

Pergament, Danielle.  “In Palermo, Life Vibrates in a Fading Market.”  20 May 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Siena
Johnson, Pableaux.  “Siena. One Step Ahead of the Crowd.”  14 Aug. 2005.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>



Spas
Farley, David.  “Wild Spas The Divine Therapy.”  26 Aug. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Transportation
Bakerjian, Martha.  “How to Read and Validate Receipts and Tickets.”  
<www.goitaly.about.com>

Jones, Finn-Olaf.  “Forget the Vespa:  Making Your 2 Wheels a Bike in Rome.”  23 Sept. 
2007.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Trentino-Alto Adige
Williams, Gisela.  “South Tyrol:  Foodie Enclave in the Italian Alps.”  10 Dec. 2006.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Turin (Torino)
Martinelli, Nicole.  “A Pleasure Palace Rises Again.”  16 Dec. 2007.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com> (The Venaria Reale estate recently opened near Turin.)

Sylvers, Eric.  “Going to:  Turin.”  23 Jan. 2005.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Tuscany (Toscana) and Umbria
Bramblett, Reid.  “Secret Hotels of Tuscany.”  July/Aug. 2005.  <www.budgettravel.com>

Bramblett, Reid.  “Twice the Tuscany, Half the Cost.”  Arthur Frommer’s Budget Travel 
Sept. 2002, pp. 74-118.

Egan, Timothy.  “Exploring Tuscany’s Lost Corner.”  21 May 2006.  
<www.travel.nytimes.com>

Lowe, Sam.  “The Hill Towns of Tuscany and Umbria.”  Jan./Feb. 2008.  
<www.transitionsabroad.com>

“Umbria, Landlocked and Overlooked, Offers Backroads Surprises.”  International 
Travel News Nov. 2007, pp. 46-50.

“Umbria, Landlocked and Overlooked, Offers Backroads Surprises.”  International 
Travel News Nov. 2007, pp. 46-50.

Venice (Venezia)
Bain, Keith.  “Get Behind the Scenes in Venice.”  25 July 2006.  <www.frommers.com>

Billard, Mary.  “Going to:  Venice; Breathing More Easily Without the Throngs.”  19 Dec. 
2004.  <www.travel.nytimes.com>

Bramblett, Reid.  “Renting an Apartment in Venice.”  Dec. 2006/Jan. 2007.  
<www.budgettravel.com>




